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cnnsi’:tent with that judgment, and to substitute it for
your letters.
Be so good a to give me a few lines in reply,stat-
ing whether the foregoing is not a correct rep esenta-
tion of the facts of the case, whiclt, if you would do
at your earliest convenience, i shal be ob!iged,so
that I may be enabled to give your reply publicity in
the journals of Saturday next.
In conclusion I repeat my unfeigned regret for the
comse Dr ()’ l3eill1c has compelled me to pursue, and
I beg to assure yon of the sincere respect and esteem
of yours, very faithfully,
FREDERICK SALMON.
iNo. 10.&mdash;Mr. B. Cooper to Mr. Salmon.
My dear Sir,-If you thiilk it necessary, yon are
perfectly welcome to publish the correspondence be-
tween us, relative to the controversy between your-
selfand Dr. Beirne. Yours, very truly,
BRANSBY B. COOPER.
2, New Street, Feb. 5th, 1834.
RICE AND CHOLERA.
REMARKS, BY DR. TYTLER, ON THE LET-
TER OF MR. DUNX.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The letter of Mr. Dunn, published
in the last number of THE LANCET contains
two facts of great importance. The first
is contained in the following assertion of
Mr. Dunn. " In November, in conse-
quence of the circumstances mentioned
in my former letter, an alteration in the
dietary was made, by which the animal
food was reduced ; milk, which before was
allowed to be purchased, was forbidden,
and beo ounces of rice were, tzrice a week,
substituted for potatoes." This is fol-
lowed by the remark, that " the quantity
of rice allowed (two ounces twice a week)
is too small to have produced any effect."
But, Sir, with submission to Mr. Dunn,
these are neither the words of his former
letter, nor do they convey the inferences
which are deducible from that letter, as
corroborated by the facts that are dis-
closed in the communication under date
4th instant. The words of his former
letter are these : "We have substituted an
allowance of rice, the result of which I
will communicate after we have made a
longer trial of it." Now, Sir, what is the
result ? And this information in his last
letter is not directly afforded by Mr.
Dunn, for he there states, " the quantity
of rice is too small to have produced any
effect," and yet in his preceding commu-
nication, we were promised to have the
" RESULT" of the quantity of rice, small or
great, which was given as diet to the
prisoners at Wakefield !
Nevertheless this information is amply
supplied, although indirectly supplied, in
Mr. Dunn’s recent epistle, because in it he
unequivocally mentions that on the 9th of
December, " a case of Asiatic cholera oc-
curred in a vagrant," and that " the disease
continued to spread among the vagrants
until the morning of the 24th of January,
when it made its appearance in a most
alarming form, without any premonitory
symptoms, in a different part of the prison."
I This, Sir, is a most accurate description of
rice disease, as it often makes its appear-
ance in those who are using rice, without
any warning symptom, and this identical
effect is thus alluded to in my letter of Nov.
4th, 1833. " The rice may therefore
produce, should it he bad, a deleterious
effect on those who partake of it, although
the disease thus produced may appear to
the medical gentlemen in attendance to
originate in some other cause." In the
Wakefield prison rice was given as food,
and continued to be given, and in that
prison, while the rice was so given, dread-
ful bowel complaints, cholera, and other
diseases, made their appearance, and this is
"THE RESULT" Of" THE TRIAL" which has
been made with rice" at Wakefield, as is
gathered from Mr. Dunn’s own statements,
although he says the rice was given only
at the rate of two ounces per week.
The second fact alluded to in the letter
of Mr. Dunn, which requires notice, is
this. Mr. Dunn says, " In many of the
samples furnished in Wakefield I detected
the varieties of bad rice Dr. Tytler has
described." Here, then, in Wakefield, an
inland town of Yorkshire in England, the
deleterious rice is admitted to be present,
and that town has been conspicuous, at
least since the discussions on the rice
! question, for the prevalence of cholera.
! Those facts speak volumes, and it is, there-
fore, unnecessary for me to pursue the
subject further. I beg to remain, Sir,
yours vEry obediently,
R. TYTLER, M.D.
London, February 16th, 1834.
APPLICATION OF
WHITE PAINT TO BURNS AND
SCALDS.
! To the Editor of THE LANCFT.
SIR,&mdash;I have been induced by the suc-
cess of the practice, to lay before you a
brief account of a mode of treating burns
and scalds which I have followed for
some time with great and immediate relief
to the patient. The application may notbe new, but I have not seen it mentionedin any work that I have read upon the
subject.
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The application I use is the common
white paint used for out-door painting,
made to the consistence of a poultice by
linseed-oil and spread a quarter of an
inch thick on coarse linen applied to the
injured part. I have always found it give
immediate relief, and if applied before
’vesication has taken place, I have never
seen blisters arise after the application.
In one case a slight rigor took place
immediately on the cold lead touching the
skin, but it went off in a few minutes, and
the little sufferer was quite free from pain
in ten minutes, though she had been
scalded from midway between the umbili-
cus and nubis to the knees.
Some practitioners to whom I have re-
commended the lead-poultice have ob-
jected to it from fear of absorption of the
lead, but I have never seen symptoms of
colica pictonum in any of the patients to
whom it was applied, nor do I think it
likely that a burnt or scalded surface
would absorb the lead, as the extravasated
fluid in a vesicle remains a long time
without being absorbed. I may remark
that where vesication was likely to take
place, desquamation of the cuticle fol-
lowed in about eight or ten days after the
accident, but the skin was perfectly health3
beneath. I have likewise found it neces
sary to raise the edge of the poultice wher
it became dry and hardened, and lay on ! -,
little boiled linseed-oil with a feather, bu
this had seldom to be done more than once
or twice. I think this treatment applica-
ble to all kinds of burns, whether there
may have been so much heat as to pro
duce merely a red blush upon the surface
in which case the sedative effect of the
lead appears to allay the irritation; o
where the heat has been so great as ti
produce vesication, or even disorganiza
tion, of the cutaneous texture itself.
am, Sir, yours,
ROBERT S. HANNAY, M.D.
Lurgan Dispensary, Co. Armagh,
Feb. 16th, 1834.
THE LANCET.
London, Saturday, Feb. 22nd, 1834.
PROPOSED OUTLAY OF COLLEGE MONEY BY
THE following brief note has been the
means of directing our attention to a sub-
ject which deeply interests the Members
of the Royal College of Surgeons in Lon-
don, at the present moment:-
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Sir,-A word to the wise is enough. It
is intended to pull down the houses ad-
joining the College of Surgeons in Lin-
coln’s Inn Fields, and to enlarge that
building to an enormous extent. The out-
lay will absorb nearly the whole funds of
the College. One of the Council of
twenty-one was asked in the square of
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital the other day,
how they could think of making such an
alteration, now that a Committee of Par-liament was sitting with a view to the re-
construction of our medical constitution,- when the councillor ejaculated, with a
frown, " the Committee."&mdash;" Still, if
you disregard the authority of the House
of Commons, what will the members ofthe
College say to such an outlay at this pe-
riod ?"" the members of the Col-
lege."&mdash;Such, Sir, is our treatment. Make
what use you please of this information
and note, but as the publication of my
nr.me would prove my ruin, I must sub-
scribe merely
A MEMBER OF THE COLLEGE.
Although this communication is anony-
mous, it refers to a matter of extreme im-
portance. Passing over, as unworthy of
notice, the alleged imprecation of the
man of the Council on the parliamentary
Committee and the members of the Col-
lege, we may state that it is a fact that a
project is in agitation for expending be-
tween twenty and thirty thousand pounds
of the funds of the corporation, in enlarg-
ing the building in Lincoln’s Inn Fields.
This information we have derived from
undoubted authority, and it is not less
true that the buildings contiguous to the
College have already been purchased-
one of them from Mr. POLLOCK, the bar-
rister,-with a view to their immediate
demolition, that the projected alterations
may be effected without delay.
This proceeding is characteristic of
that insolent conduct which has signal-
ised the entire career of the Council.
During thirty-four years has the building
existed in its present form and size. Dur-
ing twenty-six years was the Museum all
but closed against the commonalty. Dur-
ing the whole of this latter period was the
